ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for fine granular scalability encoding. The following 
steps are repeated , for each individual transform block in an image frame. A respective 
plurality of residual coefficients are decomposed for the respective transform block. A 
respective plurality of bit-planes or discrete quantization steps are processed for the 
respective transform block before decomposing coefficients for a next one of the 
transform blocks in the image frame. 
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